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PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
The following is a summary of the Project Plan eligibility requirements. Additional information 
on projects that can be funded under this PA is included under the heading, Eligible Projects. The 
increased funding for small businesses is described below under the heading, Funding Limits. 

Eligible Applicants – Existing public and private entities that own their own hexavalent chromium 
facilities located within the South Coast AQMD are eligible to apply for funding. At the time of 
response submittal, the owner or operator of a facility must: 

A. Meet federal, State, or local requirements applicable to chrome plating and anodizing 
operations. 

B. Have authority to make any necessary building modifications.  
C. Show proof of regulatory compliance or valid operating permit.  
D. Submit quotes from at least two independent contractors. The quote from the selected 

contractor does not have to match the final invoice submitted for reimbursement if 
additional work is required for the installation, but parts and labor costs for the major 
components of the technology should match the initial quote.  

After contract execution, the owner or operator of a facility must meet the following 
requirements: 

1. Maintain the equipment to manufacturer’s specifications during the contract period. 
2. May not claim emissions reduction credits from the incentivized technology during 

the contract period. 

3. Comply with local air district requirements during the contract period. 
4. Ensure permits for the equipment remain up-to-date and all permit requirements are 

met during the contract period as required by the South Coast AQMD.  
5. Maintain compliance with all federal, State, and local rules and regulations. 
6. Make replacement technology available for inspection if requested by South Coast 

AQMD and/or CARB staff during the contract period. 

Eligible Projects - The South Coast AQMD is specifically interested in identifying projects that 
pursue the following strategies: 

• Conversion to the less toxic trivalent chromium plating operations or other non-
hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives  
o The equipment needed for trivalent chromium conversion or non-hexavalent chromium 

metal finishing alternatives may vary by facility. Examples of equipment that may be 
required for trivalent chromium plating conversion include the following:  

 Trichrome plating tank 
 New plating anodes 
 Trichrome rinse tanks (including pre-rinse tank) 
 New rectifier 
 Tank air agitation system with air blower 
 Continuous filtration system 
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 Tank heating/cooling system 
 Amp-hour meter/feeders with pumps 
 Ion exchange system 

• Other technologies that provide reductions that are in excess of those otherwise 
required by federal, State, and local rules and regulations 
o Please note that South Coast AQMD must consult with CARB staff and receive 

approval to implement other technologies that are not described in the above listed 
examples, which have been previously approved and are taken from Chapter 4 of the 
2019 CARB Guidelines. 

Funding Availability – A funding amount of up to $5,040,000 is available from South Coast 
AQMD to implement hexavalent chromium emission reduction projects in excess of regulatory 
requirements during this solicitation. Funding is available to applicants proposing qualifying 
projects and will be distributed according to guidelines in the Project Plan for entities defined as 
small businesses and in accordance with 2019 CARB Guidelines, Chapter 4 for entities that are 
not small businesses. Funding is limited and may be revised at any time.  

Project Funding – A funding amount of up to $5,040,000 is available from South Coast AQMD 
to implement the Program. Funding is limited and may be revised at any time. All facilities 
participating in the Program are required to enter into a contract with South Coast AQMD.  

Funding Limits – Rule 1469 allows facilities with low usage to use chemical fume suppressants 
instead of installing more expensive add-on air pollution control devices. Based on facility 
information obtained during development of Rule 1469, most of the facilities relying on chemical 
fume suppressants as the sole source of emissions control are decorative operations that are also 
considered small businesses and might not be able to come up with the incremental portion of 
project costs. Therefore, to allow for Program participation, South Coast AQMD is specifying that 
for small businesses, 100% of the eligible project costs can be reimbursed. Facilities would be 
required to maintain and operate the equipment for the term of the project, which is three years. 
During the project term, the facility would be responsible for ongoing operation and maintenance 
costs, such as electricity use. Project funding limits are a total maximum grant amount of $300,000 
per facility.  

Consistent with Table 4-2 of 2019 CARB Guidelines – Chapter 4, except for small businesses, the 
project funding limits are as follows: 
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Funding limit Decorative Operations Non-Decorative Operations 
Maximum total grant amount, 
including initial performance 
test 

$300,000 $300,000 

Maximum percentage of 
eligible cost 

90% for trivalent chromium 
conversion; or 80% for all 
other projects 

90% for all projects 

Maximum Percentage of 
eligible cost for Small 
Business*  

100% 90% for all projects 

*Small Business Definition: Facility is independently owned and operated with average annual gross 
receipts of three million dollars ($3,000,000) or less, averaged over the previous three years, and 25 or 
fewer employees. 

South Coast AQMD retains the discretion to make full, partial, or no awards. If the Program is 
undersubscribed, the South Coast AQMD may reallocate funding to implement a backup list of 
mobile source projects. 

Contract Payment - Participating entities would enter into a contract with the South Coast AQMD 
in order to receive payment for completed tasks. The Program includes two contract payment 
options: 1) reimbursement after project completion or 2) payment after completion of individual 
contract milestones (e.g., engineering and design, installation, etc.). Program payment provisions 
will be established during the contract development process.   

Reporting and Monitoring – All projects that receive funding under this Program must comply 
with the reporting requirements described in Chapter 3, Section H of the 2019 CARB Guidelines 
during the contract period. The contract period will be based on two phases: Project Completion 
and Project Life. Project Completion is the period after the contract is executed and until a post-
construction inspection is made to document that the equipment is installed and operational. 
Project Life is the time the applicant is required to operate and maintain the grant-funded 
equipment. Project Completion will be based on the schedule included in the executed contract 
and the Project Life is three years.  

Eligible Costs - Funds may only pay for items essential to the conversion to trivalent chromium 
or other non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives system, including: 

A. Design and engineering (e.g., labor, site preparation) 
B. Replacement technology and materials 

C. Instrumentation and monitoring units  
D. Required ventilation ductwork and electrical upgrades  
E. Installation 

F. Initial performance tests conducted to confirm post-technology emissions  
G. Shipping and delivery costs 
H. License fees, environmental fees, commissioning fees (safety testing), onsite required 

safety equipment, and fees incurred during pre-contract execution (i.e., permits, design, 
engineering, site preparation) 
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Program Schedule – The implementation schedule for Financial Incentive Program to Reduce 
Emissions from Hexavalent Chromium Facilities Program Announcement (PA 2023-01) is shown 
below in Table 1. 

Table 1: Schedule 

August 5, 2022 Issue Program Announcement PA 2023-01 

Ongoing Proposals are reviewed and contracts are issued until 
funding is exhausted 

May 1, 2024 All final invoices and supporting documentation for 
payment must be received 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
Submitted proposals must follow the format outlined below and all requested information must be 
supplied. Failure to submit proposals in the required format will result in elimination from proposal 
evaluation. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all information submitted is 
accurate and complete. 

Proposal Elements – All proposals must contain the following: 

Cover Letter – Transmittal of a proposal must be accompanied by a cover letter signed 
by the facility owner 

Proposal Elements A-E – Proposals must include the following completed elements, 
and all required supporting documentation as requested: 

Element A: Proposal Form (Attachment A) 
Element B: Project Description/ Statement of Work 
Element C: Project Budget 
Element D: Project Implementation Schedule 
Element E: Business Information Request (BIR) Forms (Attachment B) 

The following section summarizes each element that must be completed by the applicant and 
submitted in accordance with the instructions provided in this PA under “Proposal Submittal 
Instructions”.   

• Cover Letter – must be signed by the facility owner. This document should summarize the 
intent of the proposal as well as the requested funding amount, facility address, project 
budget and proposed timeline. 

• Element A: Proposal Form – includes general information from the applicant. This 
information is to be provided in the designated spaces on the template attached to this PA. 

• Element B: Project Description/Statement of Work – describes the proposed project 
including a) project goals and objectives; b) statement of work which should include a 
detailed description of the proposed project; c) description of the entity implementing the 
project, d) use of subcontractors, if any; e) duties of key project staff, including Project 
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Proposal to Convert Hexavalent Chromium Plating Lines or 
Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations to Non-Hexavalent 

Chromium Metal Finishing Alternatives  
Proposal Form 

 
PA 2023-01 
Attachment A 

Part I: Applicant information 

Facility Name:  

Address:  

Facility ID  

Permit #  

Permit Limits:  

Funding requested:  

County:  

Contact Person:  

Title:  

Phone:  

Fax:  

Email:  

Part II: Certification - Please initial each statement then sign and date the form. 

Applicant shall: 

_____ disclose any other source(s) of funding that has been applied for and will be used for the same 
project, including the source of funds, amount and the purpose for funding. 

_____ disclose the value of any existing financial incentive that directly reduces the project cost, 
including tax credits, or deductions, grants or other public financial assistance for the same 
equipment. 

Applicant understands: 

_____ an incomplete or illegible proposal including proposals that are missing required information may 
be rejected by the South Coast AQMD at their discretion. 

_____ the South Coast AQMD may release the information the proposal contains to third parties if 
required by state and federal public records laws. 

 

     
Signature  Print Name & Title  Date 
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BUSINESS STATUS CERTIFICATIONS  
 
 
Federal guidance for utilization of disadvantaged business enterprises allows a vendor to be deemed a small business enterprise (SBE), 

minority business enterprise (MBE) or women business enterprise (WBE) if it meets the criteria below.   

• is certified by the Small Business Administration or 
• is certified by a state or federal agency or 
• is an independent MBE(s) or WBE(s) business concern which is at least 51 percent owned and controlled by minority group member(s) 

who are citizens of the United States. 
 
Statements of certification: 
 

As a prime contractor to South Coast AQMD,   (name of business) will engage in good faith efforts 
to achieve the fair share in accordance with 40 CFR Section 33.301, and will follow the six affirmative steps listed below for 
contracts or purchase orders funded in whole or in part by federal grants and contracts. 
 
1. Place qualified SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs on solicitation lists. 
2. Assure that SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs are solicited whenever possible. 
3. When economically feasible, divide total requirements into small tasks or quantities to permit greater participation by 

SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
4. Establish delivery schedules, if possible, to encourage participation by SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
5. Use services of Small Business Administration, Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of 

Commerce, and/or any agency authorized as a clearinghouse for SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
6. If subcontracts are to be let, take the above affirmative steps. 

Self-Certification Verification: Also for use in awarding additional points, as applicable, in accordance with South 
Coast AQMD Procurement Policy and Procedure: 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

 Small Business Enterprise/Small Business Joint Venture   Women-owned Business Enterprise 
 Local business    Disabled Veteran-owned Business Enterprise/DVBE Joint Venture 
 Minority-owned Business Enterprise  Most Favored Customer Pricing Certification 

 
Percent of ownership:      %  
 
Name of Qualifying Owner(s):       
 
State of California Public Works Contractor Registration No. ______________________.    MUST BE 
INCLUDED IF BID PROPOSAL IS FOR PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT. 
 
 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge the above information is accurate.  Upon penalty of perjury, I certify 
information submitted is factual. 
 
 
      
 NAME TITLE 
 
      
 TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE 
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Definitions 
 
Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 

• is a sole proprietorship or partnership of which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more disabled veterans, 
or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or 
more disabled veterans; a subsidiary which is wholly owned by a parent corporation but only if at least 51 
percent of the voting stock of the parent corporation is owned by one or more disabled veterans; or a joint 
venture in which at least 51 percent of the joint venture’s management and control and earnings are held by 
one or more disabled veterans. 

• the management and control of the daily business operations are by one or more disabled veterans.  The 
disabled veterans who exercise management and control are not required to be the same disabled veterans as 
the owners of the business. 

• is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or joint venture with its primary headquarters office located 
in the United States and which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, firm, or other foreign-
based business. 

 
Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a DVBE and owns at least 51 percent of the joint venture.  In the case 
of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that DVBE will receive at least 51 percent of the project dollars. 
 
Local Business means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• has an ongoing business within the boundary of South Coast AQMD at the time of bid application. 
• performs 90 percent of the work within South Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction. 

 
Minority-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more minority persons or in the case of any business whose stock is 
publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more minority persons.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
minority person. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, joint venture, an association, or a 
cooperative with its primary headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or 
subsidiary of a foreign corporation, foreign firm, or other foreign business.  

 
 “Minority” person means a Black American, Hispanic American, Native American (including American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, 
and Native Hawaiian), Asian-Indian American (including a person whose origins are from India, Pakistan, or Bangladesh), 
Asian-Pacific American (including a person whose origins are from Japan, China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, Samoa, 
Guam, the United States Trust Territories of the Pacific, Northern Marianas, Laos, Cambodia, or Taiwan). 
 
Small Business Enterprise means a business that meets the following criteria: 
 

a. 1) an independently owned and operated business; 2) not dominant in its field of operation; 3) together with affiliates 
is either: 

 
• A service, construction, or non-manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees, and average annual 

gross receipts of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) or less over the previous three years, or 
 

• A manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees. 
 

b. Manufacturer means a business that is both of the following: 
 

1) Primarily engaged in the chemical or mechanical transformation of raw materials or processed substances into 
new products. 

 
2) Classified between Codes 311000 to 339000, inclusive, of the North American Industrial Classification System 

(NAICS) Manual published by the United States Office of Management and Budget, 2007 edition. 
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Small Business Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a Small Business and owns at least 51 percent of the 
joint venture.  In the case of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that the Small Business will receive at least 51 
percent of the project dollars. 
 
 
Women-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, 
at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more women.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
women. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or a joint venture, with its primary 
headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, 
foreign firm, or other foreign business. 

 
 
Most Favored Customer as used in this policy means that the South Coast AQMD will receive at least as favorable pricing, 
warranties, conditions, benefits and terms as other customers or clients making similar purchases or receiving similar services.  
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